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Wen peng Chen I 

The MAILING DATE of this communication appe ars on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

. If NO period for reply is specified above the — » M^^SSto be^ ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 September 2002 . 
2a)B This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal I matters prosecutor . as to the merit, is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^43 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) £29 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1. 30-43 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I I )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

r-i • tDt r te H ( oTnRQ5i 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

!)□ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5 H Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) LJ "once oi imunno kk 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) U Other: . 
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Examiner's responses to Applicant's remark 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to Claims 1-2 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection due to the amendments. 

2. Applicants 1 arguments filed on 9/13/2002 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The Applicants alleged that the Examiner did not point out the specific section of 
the cited reference in making the 35 U.S.C. 102(e) set forth in paper #3. The Examiner has cited 
explicitly that the passage in column 7, lines 5-21 of Haskell et al. patent (US patent 6,005,622) 
teaches the features recited in the original Claims 1-2. The evidence is very clearly shown in the 
cited 17 lines. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 30, 34, 38, and 42 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
~ In Claims 1, 33, 37, and 41, the term "left upper block" is used, but a term "the upper 

left block" is referred in Claims 30, 34, 39, and 43. These two terms must make in agreement 
with each other. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 
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4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

H* specification shal, conclude with one or more claims particu.ar.y pointing out and distinctly cla.ming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 30, 34, 38, and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 

being indefinite for the reason given below. 

There are too many antecedent bases for the following limitations. Which are the correct 

antecedent bases. 

- Claim 30 recites the limitations "the first value" and "the second value" in line 7. They 

have two different antecedent bases. 

Claim 1 recites "a first value" and "a second value" in line 3. Claim 30 recites "a first 
value" in line 3 and "a second value" in line 5. Because the terms "a first value" and "a second 
value" of Claim 30 have definitions of the terms "a second value" and "a first value" of Claim 1, 
the terms "the first value" and "the second value" in line 7 of Claim 30 have two different 
antecedent bases. 

- Similar problems also exist between Claims 33 and 34, between Claims 37 and 38, 
between Claims 41 and 42. 

Claim Interpretation 

6. For the purpose of examining the pending claims over the prior art, the Examiner 

made the following interpretations. 

- In Claims 30, 34, 38, 42, "the upper left block" is changed to "the left upper block". 

- In Claims 30, 34, 38, and 42, "first value" is switch with the "second value". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

7. Claims 41, 43, and the interpreted Claim 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 
because the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The listed claims claim data stream that are non-functional descriptive material (mere 

data) per se. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e^heinve^onwasdes^^ 

States before the invention f^^.^^^^^^^ ^ * ** 

fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) ot section n > 

applicant for patent. 

9. Claims 1, 31-33, 35-37, 39-41, 43 and the interpreted 30, 34, 38, 42 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Haskell et al. (US patent 6,005,622 cited 
previously.) 

Haskell et al. (US patent 6,005,622) claims continuation to provisional application No. 
60/026,963, filed on 9/20/1996. Provisional application No. 60/026,963 teaches the subject 

matter recited in Claims 1-2. 
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Haskell teaches a block based video coding method and apparatus comprising the 
step/means for: 

- selecting one of DC values of a left block (B3) and a upper block (B2) of a target block 
(B) based on comparison result of a first value and a second value, the first value being a 
difference between DC values of a left upper block (Bl) and the left block (B3), the second value 
being a difference between DC values of a left upper block (Bl) and the upper block (B2); (Fig. 
5; column 7, lines 5-21; The blocks A, B, C, and X of Fig. 5 are the left, left upper, upper, and 
target blocks, respectively. The DCa, DCb, DCc, DCx, are the DC values of the left, left upper, 
upper, and target blocks, respectively. The combination of steps 1020, 1030, and 1040 in Fig. 5 
selects the one of DC values based on the two values generated in steps 1000 and 1010 of Fig. 5. 
The values are differences recited in Claim 1 of the present application. The citation teaches " 
selecting one of DC values of a left block A and a upper block C of a target block X based on 
comparison result of a first value and a second value, the first value being a difference between 
DC values of a left upper block B and the left block A, the second value being a difference 
between DC values of a left upper block B and the upper block C") 

- predicting, by assigning, the selected DC value as a DC value of the target block (B), 
thereby generating a predictive DC value of the target value; (Fig. 5; column 4, lines 15-41; 
column 7, lines 5-21; In step 1030 and 1040 of Fig. 5, either DCa, or DCc is selected as the 
predicted DC value of the target block X for generating the DC residual.) 

- obtaining a second value which is a difference between DC values of the left upper 
block (DC_B1) and the upper block (DC_B2); (column 4, lines 15-41) 
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-- obtaining a first value which is a difference between DC values of the left upper block 
(DC_B1) and the left block (DC_B3); (column 4, lines 15-41) 

- comparing the second value with the first value; (column 4, lines 27-41) 

- selecting the DC values of the upper block (DC_B2), if the second value is 
larger than the first value; (column 4, lines 27-41) 

- selecting the DC values of the left block (DCB3), if the second value is smaller than 
the first value; (column 4, lines 27-41) 

- wherein the second and first values are absolute values; (When two gradients are 
compared to determine which one is larger, the magnitudes of the two gradients are compared. 
Therefore, Haskell's first and second values are absolute values.) 

- performing DPCM coding on the predictive DC value and the DC value of the target 
block, therefore generating video information; (column 1, lines 12-20; column 3, lines 12-17; 
column 4, lines 42-46; The coding using DC residual signal of Block X is DPCM coding.) 

- transmitting the video information to a decoder; (column 3, lines 12-17; Figs. 1 A and 

IB) 

- apparatus. (Fig. 3) 

Evidently, above citations also teach the data stream recited in Claims 41-43. 



Conclusion 
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10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

1 1. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wenpeng Chen whose telephone number is 703 306-2796. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K Moore can be reached on 703 308-7452. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9314 for regular 
communications and 703-872-9314 for After Final communications. TC 2600's customer service 
number is 703-306-0377. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 305-4700. 
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